
Is My Child Gifted?
An Information Overview of the 
NISD Gifted & Talented Program



What is Giftedness?
In Northside Independent School District , and 

in the State of Texas, “gifted and talented 

students” are defined as a child who performs 

or shows the potential for performing at a 

remarkably high level of accomplishment when 

compared to others of the same age, 

experience , or environment. 

2NISD applies Joseph Renzulli’s concept of giftedness 



Why Might My Child Be Gifted?

●Spoke/read at an early age

●Understands humor at an advanced level

●Reads voraciously, often including nonfiction

●Unusual perspective for his/her age

●Advanced vocabulary

●Sensitive towards others
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Who Can Nominate?

Anyone can nominate!

Teachers, Parents, Principal, 

Counselors, Student Peers
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Nomination Deadlines & Testing Dates
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Intermediate Testing 
Grades 3-5

● Fall
● Nominations Due:

        October 6
● Testing Window:

        November 6-11

Primary Testing
Grades 1-2

● Winter
● Nominations Due:

      January 6 
● Testing Window:

      February 6-10

CogAT Testing 
for all 

3rd graders:

●  September 
12-15



Kindergarten Screenings
The campus GT teacher works with kindergarten students on 

creative thinking, critical thinking, and problem solving activities. Based on the 
results of the these lessons a recommendation may be made for further GT testing.
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●Kindergarten Nomination Deadline
                   November 28, 2016
●Kindergarten Testing 

             January 9-13



NISD Testing Requirements
Iowa Test
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Cognitive Abilities 
Test (CogAT) Torrance Test 



●Reading and math abilities are measured using this 

nationally normed instrument. 

●Test lasts approximately 2.5 hours

 Academic - IOWA
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COGNITIVE ABILITIES TEST ( COGAT)- Reasoning Abilities

● Consists of the following sections:
○ Quantitative (number patterns, sequence)
○ Verbal (Analogies, vocabulary) 
○ Non-Verbal (puzzles)

● Retesting can take place once every 24 months.
● This instrument is administered on a separate days and 

lasts approximately 3 hours.
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Creativity - Torrance
●This test measures the creativity of your child.  

○ Use the circles provided to add and draw details to make a 

new picture . 

●What they look for: 

○ Fluency, Elaboration, Originality, Resistance to Premature 

Closure, Creative Titles

●Age Related Norms are Used for scoring

●Takes approximately 45 minutes 10



Parent Checklist & Permission to Test
 BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS SCALE

● Asks for your opinion on various characteristics 

about how your child: 

● learns

● is motivated 

● shows leadership

● communicates

● demonstrates creativity
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Complete and return 
these forms to your 
child’s classroom 

teacher or GT teacher



Test Results

  Results can take up to 6-8 weeks from 
the conclusion of the testing window
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CAMPUS SELECTION COMMITTEE
Members

•Administrator(s) 
•Counselor(s) 
•GT teachers

Review all the test scores and profiles of the students
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Results
● Parents/Guardians will be notified as to whether or 

not their child qualified to receive GT services.
● Parents can schedule a conference with the GT 

teacher to discuss Test scores. 
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Steps for Nominations
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3. Request GT testing 

with the classroom 

teacher or campus GT 

teacher

2. Discuss your child’s 

abilities with the 

classroom Teacher

1. Ponder what you 

learned about the 

GT Program
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THANKS!
Contact Information:

Mrs. Sasha Chervinskis

210-397-4644

sasha.chervinskis@nisd.net


