L
@
a
<L
L
)
Ll
a'd
™~
—
-
o

2016




V- N

Dear Fami|ies,

One of our goa]s in ALPHA is to provide opportunities for student-selected and student-directed |earning. ltis through this
type of learning that students take ownership and pricle in their work. This year students will comp|ete an in&ependent research
project on an iconic L)uiHing to go a|ong with our STRUCTURES unit of study. Fach student will present at the Blattman ALPHA
Research Showcase Night WI’ﬂC]’] wi“ Ioe heH on Marcl'l 2, 20]7

Research isa clesire&, va|ued |earning process For gilfte& stu&ents. Un&erstan&ingthe research process is the ultimate goa|, as it

will enable your child to eFFective|y design and pursue their own scho|ar|y behavior oFthirsting for Lnowledge.

Our classroom |essons wi“ Focus on: using a variety oF resources to gather imformation, Formu]ating in—depth questions, thinl(ing
independendy, Finding and recording meaning;u] imformation in order to deve]op a Fu” research report, and culminating their
understanding with an ora] presentation. Students wi” Ioe given time in c]ass to comp]ete most ortheir research , however, they

may need more time at home to comp]ete any unanswered questions.

ALPHA students wi” l)e comp|eting most oF their structure research in class, Eut a creative product must |9e completed at llome.
Stuclents are require& to create a structure (costume) to L)e worn during our A]_PHA Research showcase Night‘ (More detai|s
aloout this project can |9e Found in this pacl(et.)

The key to doing well on this project is organization! Students will be given a timeline that outlines tasks to be comp]ete& during
each weel« It is the intention that this timeline wi” give your student Jirection and a”ow tkem to manage research time wise[y.

Timeline (Jeadlines need to Ioe adhered to ipthe stu(Jent hopes to Finish their project on March 2n(J

P]ease Feel 1Cree to contact me hC you have any questions.

You can reach me at sasha.c%ervinskis@nisd.net or 2]0—397-4644

Sincere|y,

Mrs. Sasha Chervinsl(is
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Creative Product
At-Home Project

Students are requirecJ to take the perspective and be the structure during our ALPHA Research
Showcase nigiit... Structures Alive on March 2, 2017. The at-home project is to create a
costume of their structure. The |9ui|ding costume should include a |90(Jy and head piece.

Students should Ioe creative witii tiie materia|s they use to construct tiieir structure (costume),
sucii as cardboard Iooxes, old siieets, recyc|e items, paint...tiie sl<y S tiie Iimit on the various

materials students can use to create a one-of-a kind piece.

Creativity will play a crucial part in your child's end of year Performance Report. In order to score
well students will need to app|y the creative tiiinl(ing skills which involves ﬂuency, F|exi|9i|ity,
originality and elaboration. It s imperative that your child takes their time to cJesign and create a

unique and sopiiisticated product and per{:ormance.
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Bridges:
BrooHyn Bridge
Golden Gate Bridge

Sl(yscrapers:

Citicorp BuiMing

World Trade Center - Twin Towers
Empire State Building

Burj Kka[it‘a

V\/i”is Tower

Chrys]er Bui|ding

30 Street Mary Axe

Taipei 107

The Burj A| Arab

Flatiron Building

onds BuiHing

Petronas Towers

The Shard

Bank oFAmerica - New York City
One Wor]d Trade Center

Homes:
Neuschwanstein Cast]e
Fa”ing Water

Pa|ace mCWestminster

V\/hite House

Tunne|s:

Eurotunne|

Dams:
Hoover Dam

ﬂwee Gorges Dam

TOWGYS:

Leaning Tower of Pisa
CN Tower

Washington Monument
EI\CFe| Tower

Hea rst Tower

Structures/ Monuments:
Roman Colosseum

Sy&ney Opera House

Statue oF Li]oerty

Great V\/a”

Sagrada Familia

Gateway Arch

AngLor V\/at

Christ the Redeemer

ATRT Stadium

Khazneh El-Farun

Big Ben- The Houses oF Parliament
Saint Peterys Basi[ica
Cathedra| oFNotre Dame
Bird’s Nest

Taj Maha|
BoroloudurTemp|e

Other Structures:




HA Research P

Plan oF Attacl( at School Plan oF Attacl< at Home Suggested Timeline

Read & sign research contract. Parent & student

Lesson: Presearch - Choose 4 l:uildings to presearc|1 signatures required. Return contract to class next January 2-6
week.

Lesson: Research Questions- Generate 3 Higlmer Finalize your3 Higher Level Questions at home with

I._l' ti parents. Begin looking for sources and i)ring them to January 9-13

eVel quiestions class next week.

Lesson: Note-Taking and P|agiarism Unfinished class work: Continue Research & J 17-20

Begin research & taking notes in class Note-taldng anuary

. . . MBegin Structure Costume
Lesson: Creatmg an orgamzed outlme U F . |1 d l |< Continue Not -tal( d
Continue Note-taldng/ research tinished class work: Lontinye Mote-taking an January 23-21

Conference wit|1 individuals

organizing them into a research report. Research

notes should be completed |9y next ALPHA class.

Lesson: Writing a Hook - 6 word Memoir
Type research paper: Rough Draft
Conference with individuals

M Work on Structure
Unfinished class work: Rough Draft must be
comp|eted l)y next ALPHA class.

Jan. 30 - Feb. 3

Lesson: Conference Wit|1 individua|s - Edit and Revise

HW: Worl( on Structure Costume

Report Unfinished class work: Edit and Revise Research Feloruary 6-10
Ist & 2nd Gr GT Testing - Limited class time - 1 hour only Report

Lesson: Conference with individuals - Finalize MWMI( on Structure Costume

Research Reports Unfinished class work: Finalize Research Report and Fei)ruary 13-17

Create Notecards {'\or Presentation create notecards for presentation.

M Pulalic Speaking M Put Finishing details on costume. Costume must

A" Researc|1 should lJe completed IJe completed l)y next ALPHA C|ass Felaruary 21-24

Peer Reviews - present in {"or peers Practice presentation in {'\ront o{" {'\amily members

Practice presentation in front of peers in full dress Practice Presentation in front of {"amily in Friends Feloruary 26 -

rehearsal. March 1
STRUCTURES ALIVE Thursday
And tlie Stories Tliey Te“... Marcli 2, 2016

Blattman ALPHA Research Showcase Night 6:00p.m.
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My selected research topic for this year is:

My research expectations and responsibilities:

*come to ciass prepare(i witii ioincier, iiomework, and researcii materiais/notes.
formulate lqigiier level investigative questions.

"use a variety of resources to gatiier information.

*make good use of class time to organize information.

*Ccreate a researcii report an(i presentation.

*create a unique structure costume at iiome.

|, iiave receiveci tiie ALPHA

Research & Project Letter and Timeline, and have reviewed the expectations with my
parent/ guarciian. | will use the suggesteci timeline to prepare for the Blattman

Research Showcase Nigiit, “STRUCTURES ALIVE * on March 2,2017 at G:OOp.m.

Student Signature Date:

Parent Signature Date:
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Presearch information on your favorite 4 structures. Make sure your structure has enough interesting information
for you to complete an entire research report and presentation.

' Structure: Age: Architectural Style:

I.I\rchifec’r's Full Name:

|
| nteresting topics to further my research on this structure.

Structure: Age: Architectural Style:

Architect's Full Name:

Interesting topics to further my research on this structure,

Structure: Age: Architectural Style:

Architect's Full Name:

Interesting topics to further my research on this structure.

Structure: Age: Architectural Style:

Architect's Full Name:

Interesting topics to further my research on this structure,
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